AGENDA ITEM March 10, 2014

Consider and possibly approve a grant to the Jefferson County
Crime Lab from the Texas Forensics Commission to fund a
laboratory case review of hair microscopy cases.



TEXAS FORENSIC
SCIENCE COMMISSION

1700 North Congress Ave., Suite 443

Ausstin, Texas 78701
February 12, 2014

Ms. Linda Johnson

Jefferson County Crime Laboratory
5030 Highway 69 South, Suite 500
Beaumont, Texas 77705

RE: Hair Microscopy Review Funding
Dear Linda:

As you know, the Texas Forensic Science Commission is conducting a review of
cases involving microscopic hair analysis. This review stems from a similar review
currently being conducted by the FBI. The FBI believes some of its examiners overstated
the extent to which the science underlying hair microscopy allowed for a positive
association between a known hair sample and crime scene evidence. Because the FBI
trained many hair examiners at state and local laboratories (including some in Texas) the
Commission believes the most prudent course would be to review the cases both for
educational purposes and to ensure against miscarriages of justice.

To identify cases, each laboratory that has performed microscopic hair analysis
will be required to conduct searches to identify the cases and enter key information from
each case into a spreadsheet provided by the Commission. This effort will require
significant human resources from the laboratories. Because the Commission does not
want to adversely affect the current workflow of the laboratories, we have offered to pay
the laboratories for the time it will take their staff to identify the cases and enter the
information into the spreadsheet. We have set aside $10,200 for the Jefferson County
Crime Laboratory for this purpose based on the estimate you provided. We leave it to
each laboratory's discretion how best to staff this project. If you believe you will exhaust
the $10,200 before completing the project, please let us know as soon as possible because
any additional funds would require reauthorization by the Commission.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Sincerely,

/Z;’/L et oo

Lynn Robitaille Garcia
General Counsel
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