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26. Consider, possibly approve, receive and file Findings of Fact Regarding 
Political Boundaries of Jefferson County Texas. SEE ATTACHED PAGES ' 

637-676 
Motion by: Commissioner Pierce 

Second by: Commissioner Bush 

In favor: County Judge Branick, Commissioner Pierce, Commissioner 

Bush, Commissioner Sinegal, Commissioner Alfred 

Action: APPROVED 

27. Receive and file executed Cooperative Agreement between Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension Service and Jefferson County. 

SEE ATTACHMENTS ON PAGES 543- 546 

Motion by: Commissioner Alfred 

Second by: Commissioner Pierce 

In favor: County Judge Branick, Commissioner Pierce, Commissioner 

Bush, Commissioner Sinegal, Commissioner Alfred 

Action: APPROVED 

28. Consider, possibly approve and authorize the County Judge to execute 
an Amendment to the Agreement between Jefferson County and Tyler 

Technologies, Inc. 

SEE ATTACHMENTS ON PAGES 547 - 551 

Motion by: Commissioner Alfred 

Second by: Commissioner Pierce 

In favor: County Judge Branick, Commissioner Pierce, Commissioner 

Bush, Commissioner Sinegal, Commissioner Alfred 

Action: APPROVED 

29. Consider and possibly approve a Proclamation for Lamar University 

Homecoming. 
SEE ATTACHED PAGES 611-612 

Motion by: Commissioner Pierce 

Second by: Commissioner Bush 

In favor: County Judge Branick, Commissioner Pierce, Commissioner 

Bush, Commissioner Sinegal, Commissioner Alfred 

Action: APPROVED 

30. Consider, possibly approve, receive and file Amended Jefferson County 

Game Room Regulations. SEE ATTACHED PAGES 613-636 

Motion by: Commissioner Alfred 

Second by: Commissioner Pierce 

In favor: County Judge Branick, Commissioner Pierce, Commissioner 

Bush, Commissioner Sinegal, Commissioner Alfred 

Action: APPROVED 
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JEFFERSON COUNTY GAME ROOM REGULATIONS 

Adopted by Commissioners Court: _ 

Effective Date: November 9, 2021 

SECTION 1. GENERALLY 

WHEREAS, The Legislature of the State of Texas has amended Chapter 234 of the Local 

Government Code, authorizing a II counties, including Jefferson County, to regulate Game Rooms; and 

WHEREAS, Jefferson County, Texas desires to reduce the adverse secondary effects of illicit 

Game Rooms, which were presented in hearings and reports made available to Jefferson County 

Commissioners Court. 

THEREFORE, JEFFERSON COUNTY COMM ISSIONERS COURT FINDS: 

1. Illicit Game Rooms, as a category of commercial uses, are associated with a wide variety of 

adverse secondary effects, including but not limited to personal and property crimes, gambling 

offenses, weapon offenses, illicit drug use and drug trafficking, negative impacts on surrounding 

properties, urban blight, and litter. 

2. Game Rooms should be separated from sensitive land uses to minimize the impact of their 

secondary effects upon such uses, and should be separated from other Game Rooms, to minimize 

the secondary effects associated with such uses and to prevent an unnecessary concentration of 

Game Rooms in one area. 

3. Game Rooms should have restricted hours of operation due to the increase of personal crimes 

such as assaults, robberies, and homicides between the hours of 10 p.m. and 8 a.m. 

4. Each of the foregoing negative secondary effects constitutes a harm, which Jefferson County has 

a substantial government interest in preventing and abating. This substantial government interest 

in preventing secondary effects, which is Jefferson County's rationale for these Regulations, 

exists independent of any comparative analysis between legal Game Rooms and illicit Game 

Rooms. Jefferson County's interests in regulating Game Rooms extend to preventing future 

secondary effects of either current or future Game Rooms that may locate in Jefferson County. 

1.1 Authority to Regulate 

(a ) These Regulations are promulgated pursuant to and in conformity with Chapter 234 of the 

Local Government Code, as amended, titled County Regulation of Businesses and Occupations. 

The commissioners' court of a county may regulate the operation of Game Rooms to 

promote the public health, safety, and welfare, according to Section 234.133 of the Local 

Government Code. 

( b) It is the purpose of the Jefferson County Commissioners Court to exercise its police power, 

as established under Chapter 234 of the Local Government Code, to establish reasonable 

Jefferson County Game Room Page 1 of 24 

613 



and uniform regulation of Game Rooms to promote the public health, safety, and welfare and 

to prohibit business activities which merely serve as a front for criminal activities, including 

but not limited to gambling and tax evasion. 

(c ) These Regulations do not legalize anything prohibited under the Texas Penal Code or any 

other law( s) or regulation( s). 

1.2 Administration 

(a ) The Jefferson County Commissioners Court hereby designates and authorize the Jefferson 
County She riff's Off ice to investigate for violations of these Regulations within the 
unincorporated areas of Jefferson County, Texas . 

( b ) Under Section 234.138 of the Local Government Code, as amended, a Person commits an 

offense if the Person intentionally or knowingly operates a Game Room in violation of a 

regulation adopted under Section 234.133. An offense under this Section is a Class A 

misdemeanor, also allowing prosecution under Section 234.140 and other statues that would 

be applicable. 

(c ) In accordance with Section 234.133 of the Local Government Code, the State of Texas has 

granted the Jefferson County Commissioners Court authority to promote public health, 

safety, and welfare. 

(d ) Except as provided in Subsection 1.2(e) , the Commissioners Court designates the Jefferson 
County Environmental Control as Game Room Permit Administrator for Jefferson County. 

Environmental Control shall supervise, control, and operate the Permit Office. Environmental 

Control shall be respons ible for the administrative issuance of Game Room permits 

based on the investigation of the Jefferson County Sheriff solely for the 

unincorporated a reas of Jefferson County, Texas . The Jefferson County Sheriff shall 

investigate, deny, attach conditions to, administratively suspend, or revoke Game Room permits 

pursuant to these Regulations and any applicable state law( s) for the unincorporated areas 

of Jefferson County, Texas. 

(e ) These regulations solely govern the unincorporated areas of Jefferson County, Texas 

Incorporated cities or towns in Jefferson County will have to designate their own Game Room 

Permit Administrator and procedures for investigation and enforcement within their respective 

incorporated city or town. 

1.3 Area Covered by these Regulations 

These Regulations apply to enterprises located in the unincorporated areas of Jefferson County, Texas. 

1.4 Definitions 

As used in these Regulations: 

(a) "Game Room" means a for-profit business located in a building or place that contains six (6) or 

more: 

(1) Amusement Redemption Machines; or 
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(2) electronic, electromechanical, or mechanical contrivances that, for consideration, 
afford a player the opportunity to obtain a prize or thing of value, the award of 
which is determined solely or partially by chance, regardless of whether the 
contrivance is designed, made, or adopted solely for bona fide amusement 
purposes. 

( b) "Amusement Redemption Machine" means any electronic, electromechanical, or mechanical 
contrivance designed, made, and adopted for bona fide amusement purposes that rewards 
the player exclusively with non-cash merchandise, prizes, toys, or novelties, or a 
representation of value redeemable for those items, that have a wholesale value available 
from a single play of the game or device of not more than 10 times the amount charged to 
play the game or device once, or $5, whichever amount is less. 

(c ) "Owner" means a Person who: 

(1) has an ownership interest in, or receives the profits from, a Game Room or an 
Amusement Redemption Machine located in a Game Room; 

(2) is a partner, director, or officer of a business, company, or corporation that has an 
ownership interest in a Game Room or in an Amusement Redemption Machine 
located in a Game Room; 

(3) is a shareholder that holds more than ten (10) percent of the outstanding shares of 
a business, company, or corporation that has an ownership interest in a Game Room 
or in an Amusement Redemption Machine located in a Game Room; 

(4) has been issued by the county clerk an assumed name certificate for a business that 
owns a Game Room or an Amusement Redemption Machine located in a Game 
Room; 

( 5 ) signs a lease for a Game Room; 

(6) opens an account for utilities for a Game Room; 

(7) receives a certificate of occupancy or certificate of compliance for a Game Room; 

(8) pays for advertising for a Game Room; or 

(9) signs an alarm permit for a Game Room. 

(d ) To "Operate(s) a Game Room" means to: 

(1) engage in the business of operating a Game Room; 

(2) cause the operation of a Game Room; 

(3) be a part of the operation of a Game Room; 

(4) fund the operation of a Game Room; 
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(5) have a financial interest in a Game Room; 

(6) receive any profit from a Game Room; 

(7) supply machines described in Subsection 1.4(a) (1)-(2) to a Game Room; 

(8) own machines described in Subsection 1 .4(a) (1)-(2) located in a Game Room; 

(9) receive any payment from a machine described in Subsection 1.4(a) (1)-(2) located 

in a Game Room; 

(10) receive any profit from a machine described in Subsection 1.4(a) (1)-(2) located in a 

Game Room; or 

(11) have machines described in Subsection 1.4(a) (1)-(2) registered in Jefferson County 

or any city in Jefferson County where the game room is located or registered. 

(e) "Operator" means an individual who: 

(1) operates a cash register, cash drawer, or other depository on the premises of a 

Game Room or of a business where the money earned or the records of credit card 

transactions or other credit transactions generated in any manner by the operation 

of a Game Room or activities conducted in a Game Room are kept; 

(2) displays, delivers, or provides to a customer of a Game Room; merchandise, goods, 

entertainment, or other services offered on the premises of a Game Room; 

(3) takes orders from a customer of a Game Room for merchandise, goods, 

entertainment, or other services offered on the premises of a Game Room; 

(4) acts as a door attendant to regulate entry of customers or other persons into a 

Game Room; or 

(5) supervises or manages other persons at a Game Room in the performance of an 

activity listed in this Subsection. 

(f) "Applicant" means an individual, proprietorship, corporation, association, and/or other legal 

entity required to obtain a Game Room Permit or someone who has applied for a Game Room 

Permit. 

(g) "Sheriff" means the Sheriff of Jefferson County or the She riff's designated agent. 

(h) "Game Room Permit Administrator" means Jefferson County Environmental Control; their 

designated agent, or the designated officia I for a cooperating municipality. 

(i) "Current Annual Fire Inspection Report" means a fire inspection report issued by the 

Jefferson County Game Room Page 4 of 24 

616 



Jefferson County Fire Marshal or a similar inspection by the department having competent 

j urisdiction within the incorporated area of the county within ninety (90) days immediately 

preceding the date of any application for operation of a Game Room or renewal of a Game Room 

permit. 

(j) "Peace Officer" means an individual as described in Article 2.12 of the Texas Code of Criminal 

Procedure. 

( k ) "Person" means an Owner, Operator, individual, employee, agent, proprietorship, 

corporation, association, or other legal entity. 

( I ) "Public Building" means a building used by Federal, State, or local government that is open to 

the general public. 

( m ) "Regulation(s)" means these Regulations of Jefferson County, Texas, for the operation of 

Game Rooms within the unincorporated areas of Jefferson County, Texas. 

( n ) "School" means a facility, including all attached playgrounds, dormitories, stadiums and other 

appurtenances that are part of the fac ility, used for the primary purpose of instruction or 

education, including primary and secondary schools, colleges, and universities, both public 

and private. 

(o) "Gambling Device" means a device described in Article 47.01(4) (A) of the Texas Penal Code. 

( p) "Fire Safety Official" means the Jefferson County Fire Marshal or the department official 

having competent jurisdiction within the incorporated area of the county to conduct a fire 

and life safety inspection. 

(q) "Notice" is deemed effective on the date written notice to an Applicant, permit holder, or 

agent thereof is hand delivered or posted on the front exterior door of the Game Room, or 

upon receipt by certified mail. If certified letter is not signed for and not picked up from the 

post office after notice has been posted at the establishment, lack of due diligence shall be 

considered as notice of the contents of the letter. 

( r) "County Employee" means any individual authorized by Jefferson County to inspect any 

Game Room for compliance with these Regulations. 

SECTION 2. GAME ROOM PERMITS 

2.1 Application 

(a ) It shall be unlawful for a Person to Operate a Game Room, use a Game Room, or maintain a 

Game Room in the unincorporated areas of Jefferson County, Texas that has not been issued a 

permit pursuant to these Regulations. A Person who violates this Subsection shall be assessed 

a civil penalty not to exceed $10,000 per violation. Each day a violation occurs or continues 
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to occur is considered a separate violation. 

(b) A complete application shall be filed with the Game Room Permit Administrator. The 

application shall be filed on the form provided by the Game Room Permit Administrator or on 

an accurate and legible copy of that fo rm. A copy of the application can be obtained from the 

Jefferson County Environmental Control website or from the website or other source as 

determined by the Game Room Permit Administrator of a cooperating municipality. 

(1) The Applicant shall apply in person, Monday-Thursday from 9am-llam and 2 pm-

4pm at the office of the Jefferson County Environmental Control. The Applicant shall 

be an Owner of the Game Room. The Game Room Permit Administrator shall 

establish the hours when an application can be submitted. Jefferson County 

Envi ronmental Control will only issue Game Room Permits for Game Rooms located 

within the unincorporated areas of Jefferson County, Texas. 

(2) The Game Room Permit Administrator shall provide the fee schedule on any Permit 

Office website with the application form. This fee shall not exceed the annual permit 

fee limit of $1,000.00 as established by the Commissioners Court. The application 

fee shall be attached to the application form. 

(3) Incomplete applications shall not be accepted. Once a complete application has 

been submitted, the application process will begin. 

(4) A receipt shall be hand delivered or sent by certified mail to the Applicant within 

fourteen (14) days of submission of a complete application and payment of the 

application fee to the Game Room Permit Administrator. A receipt showing 

payment of the application fee is NOT a Game Room permit 

( 5) Once a complete application has been received, the Game Room Permit 

Administrator or the Jefferson County Sheriff's Office will conduct up to three (3) 

inspections of the Applicant's proposed Game Room to ensure compliance with 

these Regulations. The Applicant must be present in person during these inspections. 

Furthermore, it shall be the responsibility of the Applicant to provide an interpreter, 

if necessary, during these inspection(s). 

i. After the initial inspection, the Applicant will be informed of what 

corrections must be made to the proposed Game Room in order to comply 

with these Regulations. 

ii. A re-inspection will be performed and the Applicant will again be 

informed of what corrections must be made to the proposed Game Room 

in order to comply with these Regulations. 

iii. If after the third and final inspection the Applicant's proposed Game Room 
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fai ls to comply with these Regulations, the Game Room Permit 

Administrator shall deny the application. 

iv. If the proposed Game Room passes inspection, the Game Room Permit 

Administrator shall approve the application. 

(6) The Applicant has ninety (90) days from the initial inspection to com plete the 

inspection process. Applicant shall request inspections that may be conducted at the 

convenience of the Permit Adm inistrator. Failure to com plete the inspection 

process within these} ninety (90) days shall result in denial of the application. It 

is the duty of the Applicant to ensure the process is completed in the requisite 

ninety (90) days. 

(7) Failure to provide any information required by this Section or a determination by 

the Game Room Permit Adm inistrator that inaccurate, erroneous, or incomplete 

information has been submitted shall be grounds for denial of the application. 

(c) Each complete application shall be accompanied by: 

(1) a Current Annual Fire Inspection Report from a Fire Safety Official showing 

com pliance with all applicable Fire Safety Codes and with all corrections ordered; 

(2) a diagram or floor plan to include designed occupancy load prepared by a licensed 

architect or engineer and approved by the entity with competent jurisdiction; a 

certified copy of the assumed name certificate filed in the office of the Jefferson 

County Clerk, bearing the file mark or stamp that evidences its filing, if the Game 

Room will be operating under an assumed name; 

(3) a copy of the formative legal documents for the applicable legal entity-e.g., the 

Articles of Incorporation; 

(4) a non-refundable application fee of $1,000.00 

(5) a photocopy of the Applicant's driver's license or government-issued photo 

identification; 

(6) proof as required in Subsection 3.9 that the proposed Game Room is exempt from, 

or will be located in compliance with, the requirements set forth by Subsection 3.9 

of these Regulations; 

(7) a cur rent lease agreement for the Game Room premises with the Applicant, listed as 

an Owner of the Game Room, and premises lessee, or proof of property ownership; 

(8) a list of all Owner(s), Operator(s), employee(s), agent(s), and any other individual(s), 

proprietorship(s), corporat ion(s), association(s), or other legal entity(s) acting for, or 
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acting on behalf of the Game Room along with a photocopy of their driver's license 

or government-issued identification and incorporation papers as applicable, and copy 

of criminal background checks for employees as required by section 3.8; 

(9) a copy of the State of Texas coin-operated machine occupation tax records, the 

State of Texas coin-operated machine license or registration certificate, and the 

Jefferson County coin-operated machine occupation tax records for each machine 

exhibited or displayed, or permitted to be exhibited or displayed in the Game Room 

in a spread sheet format. Records shall include information detailing each machine 

found on the premises of the Game Room by identifying the machine by: 

i. the name of manufacturer; 

ii. the serial number; 

iii. the type of machine; 

iv. the State of Texas Tax stamp including the year of expiration of each tax 

stamp required; 

v. the Jefferson County Occu pat ional  Tax Permit D eca l  including the 

year of expiration of each tax permit required (all Jefferson County 

Occupational Tax Permit Decals expire on December 31of each year); and 

vi. the name of the individual(s), proprietorship(s), corporation(s), 

association(s), and/or other legal entity(s) that owns, receives profits from, 

and has registered the machine in their name with Jefferson County and 

the Texas Comptroller and a description of their ownership and financial 

interest in the machine. 

(10) the Game Room Applicant's Federal Employer Identification Number (EIN); 

(11) a sealed copy of criminal background showing that none of the Owner(s), 

Operator(s), employee(s), agent(s), and/or any other individual(s) acting for, or acting 

on behalf of the Game Room have been convicted of any level of any of the offenses 

listed in Subsection 2.2(b) (1) of these Regulations; and 

(12) a certification that all of the contents of the application and the above presented 

materials are true and correct under the penalty of Perjury as defined under Section 

37.02 of the Texas Penal Code. In addition, any misrepresentation on the application 

is a third degree felony offense as defined under Section 37.10 of the Texas Penal 

Code. 

(d) A Game Room application shall be rejected upon failure to produce all documents required in 
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Subsections 2.1(d), except for the exemptio ns listed in Subsections 2.1(d) (8)-(11). Failure to 

provide the proof required by Subsection 2.1(d) (8)-(11) will result in denial of the specific 

exemption described in that particular Subsection. 

(e) A GAME ROOM SHALL NOT OPERATE DURING THE PENDENCY OF THE A PPLICATION AND 

UNTIL THE GAME ROOM APPLICATION IS APPROVED AND THE PERMIT ISSUED. 

(f) A Game Room permit, in accordance with these Regulations, is not transferable, assignable, or 

divisible, and it is a violation of these Regulations for any Person to attempt to do so. If 

ownership of a Game Room changes, the Game Room shall be deemed unpermitted and the 

new Owner(s) must reapply and must do so before the Game Room may operate 

(1) A Person commits a Class A misdemeanor if they intentionally or knowingly transfer, 

assign, or divide a Game Room permit issued pursuant to these Regulations or 

attempt to do so. Further, they shall be assessed a civil penalty not to exceed 

$10,000 per violation. Each permit transferred, assigned, or divided or attempted 

to transfer, assign, or divide being considered a separate violation. 

(g) An Applicant who submits an application under these Regulations must swear and affirm the 

tr uth of the contents therein under the penalty of Perjury as defined under Section 37.02 of 

the Texas Penal Code. In addition, any misrepresentation on the application is a third degree 

felony offense as defined under Section 37.10 of the Texas Penal Code 

2.2 Grounds for Denial, Revocation, or Suspension of a Game Room Permit 

(a) Any violation of any Section or Subsection of these Regulations or failure to meet all 

requirements of any Section or Subsection of these Regulations, where applicable, will be 

grounds for denial, revocation, or suspension of a Game Room permit. If a Game Room's 

permit has been revoked, denied, or suspended, the Game Room shall not operate during the 

pendency of any appeal to the hearing examiner from the revocation, denial, or suspension of 

a Game Room permit. 

(b) Denial of a Game Room Permit. A Game Room permit shall be denied upon a finding by the 

Game Room Permit Administrator of any of the following facts: 

(1) An Applicant, Owner, or Operator has previously violated or been convicted of any 

level of offense for the following crimes: 

i. gambling, gambling promotion, keeping a gambling place, communicating 

gambling information, possession of gambling devices or equipment, or 

possession of gambling paraphernalia as described in Chapter 47 of the 

Texas Penal Code; 

ii. forgery, credit card abuse, or commercial bribery as described in Chapter 

32 of the Texas Penal Code; 
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iii. a criminal offense as described in Chapter 34 of the Texas Penal Code; 

iv. criminal attempt, conspiracy, or solicitation to commit any of the 

foregoing offenses; or any other offense to the laws of another state or of 

the United States that, if committed in this state, would have been 

punishable as one or more of the aforementioned offenses; and 

A. less than two (2) years have elapsed since the date of violation, 

or conviction, or the date of release from confinement imposed 

by the conviction, whichever is the later date if the violation or 

conviction was a misdemeanor offense; or 

B. less than five (5) years have elapsed since the date of violation, 

or conviction, or the date of release from confinement imposed 

by the conviction, whichever is the later date, if the violation or 

conviction was a felony offense. 

(2) an Applicant makes a misleading statement in the application for the Game Room 

permit, provides false, fraudulent, or untruthful information in the application for a 

Game Room permit, and/or withho lds pertinent information in the application for a 

Game Room permit; 

(3) an Applicant is under eighteen (18) years of age; 

(4) an Applicant, Owner, or Operator has had a Game Room permit revoked within the 

one hundred and eighty (180) day period immediately preceding the date the 

application was filed; 

( 5) an Applicant, Owner, or Operator is delinquent in the payment to the county of 

taxes, fees, fines, or penalties assessed or imposed regarding the operation of a 

Game Room; 

(6) an application or renewal fee required by these Regulations has not been paid; 

(7) an Applicant fails to complete the inspection process within the sixty (90) day period 

described in Subsection 2.1; 

(8) an offense described in Subsection 2.2(b) (1) or Subsection 3.12(a) of these 

Regulations was committed at the Game Room or another Game Room at the same 

location within one (1) year prior to the application; or 

(9) any violation of Sections 2 or 3 of these Regulations. 

(c) If the Game Room Permit Administrator denies a Game Room permit, the Game Room Permit 
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Administrator shall document the denial and provide Notice to Applicant of the denial within 
twenty one (21) days of the date on which the denial was documented by the Game Room 
Permit Administrator. The denia I letter shall provide the reason(s) for the action. 

(d) Revocation or Suspension of a Game Room Permit. The Game Room Permit Administrator 
and the Jefferson County Sheriff's Office shall have the authority and power to initiate a 
proceeding to revoke or suspend a Game Room permit if one (1) or more of the following 
events or conditions has occurred: 

(1) any violation of any of the offenses described in Subsection 2.2(b) (1) or Subsection 
3.12(a) of these Regulations has occurred on the premises of the Game Room; 

(2) the Applicant made a misleading statement in the application for the Game Room 
permit, provided false, fraudulent, or untruthful information in the application for a 
Game Room permit, and/or withheld pertinent information in the application for a 
Game Room permit; 

(3) the Game Room permit should not have been issued pursuant to these Regulations; 

(4) an Applicant, Owner, or Operator has failed to make corrections ordered by a Fire 
Safety Official; 

(5) an Owner, Operator, employee, agent, and/or any other individual acting for, or 
acting on behalf of the Game Room has violated any of the offenses contained in 
Subsection 2.2(b) (1) or Subsection 3.12(a) of these Regulations; or 

(6) any violation(s) of Section 2 or 3 of these Regulations. 

(e) If any of the stated events or conditions providing a basis for revocation or suspension of a 
Game Room permit under Subsection 2.2(d) has occurred, the Game Room Permit 
Administrator or the Jefferson County Sheriff's Office shall document the violation and provide 
Notice to Applicant or permit holder of revocation or suspension within twenty one (21) days 
of the date on which the violation was documented. The revocation letter shall provide the 
reason(s) for the action. The revocation shall become final on the seventh (7) day after 
Notice. 

(f) Revocation shall take immediate effect upon Notice by the Game Room Permit Administrator 
or the Jefferso n County Sheriff Office if: 

(1) an Owner, Operator, employee, agent, and/or any other individual acting for, or 
acting on behalf of a Game Room has violated any offense described in Subsection 
2.2(b) (1) or Subsection 3.12(a) of these Regulations; 

(2) a violation of any offense described in Subsection 2.2(b) (1) or Subsection 3.12(a) of 
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these Regulations has occurred on the premises of the Game Room; 

(3 ) there is a necessity for immediate action to protect the public from injury or 

imminent danger; or 

(4 ) a Game Room permit was issued based on a misrepresentation in the application 

and but for the misrepresentation the Game Room permit would not have been 

issued. 

2.3 Appeal Hearings 

(a ) If the Game Room Permit Administrator denies a Game Room permit application, or suspends 

or revokes a Game Room permit, the Applicant or permit holder shall have the opportunity to 

make a written request for a hearing before a hearing examiner appointed by the 

Commissioners Court. The hearing examiner shall not have participated in any investigation of 

the alleged grounds for the denial, suspension, or revocation. 

(b) All requests for hearings must be in writing and delivered to the Jefferson County Game 

Room Permit Administrator within fourteen (14) days upon Notice to Applicant or permit holder 

during normal working hours of Monday through Friday from 8am- 5pm in person or by mailing 

the request to Environmental Control. 7933 Viterbo Road Suite 4, Beaumont, Texas 77705. If 

mailed, the request must be postmarked no later than the 1 4 day after notice was received by 

applicant or permit holder. The "mailbox rule" is not applicable to this procedure. The Applicant 

waives the right to hearing if the request is not timely received by the Game Room Permit 

Administrator. 

(c ) The hearing shall be held within twenty one (21) days of the receipt of request for a hearing. 

The Applicant or permit holder and the Game Room Permit Administrator shall be provided an 

opportunity to present evidence, cross-examine witnesses, and be represented by legal 

counsel. The formal rules of evidence do not apply. 

(d) It shall be the responsibility of the Applicant or permit holder to provide a court reporter and 

an interpreter, if necessary, for the hearing before the hearing examiner. 

(e) The Appl icant or permit holder shall be present in person at the hearing. If the Appl icant or 

permit holder is not present in person at the hearing, his or her Game Room permit shall 

automatically be denied or revoked. 

(f) The hearing examiner has the power to uphold or reverse the denial, suspension, or 

revocation of a Game Room permit. The hearing examiner shall issue a written order based 

on his or her determination within twenty one (21) days of the hearing. 

(g) If the hearing examiner determines, based upon the nature of the violations, that a 

suspension in lieu of revocation is appropriate, operation of the Game Room shall be 
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suspended for a period not to exceed one hundred and eighty (180) days. The hearing examiner 

shall issue a written order suspending the Game Room permit and attaching conditions, if 

applicable, and the suspension shall become effective on the date the hearing examiner issues 

his or her order. 

(h) Upon a finding by the hearing examiner that Subsection 2.2(d) (1), 2.2(d) (2), 2.2(d) (3), 2.2(d) 

(4), or 2.2(d) (5) of these Regulations has been violated, revocation of the Game Room permit 

shall be mandatory. 

(i) The decision of the hearing examiner shall be final. On final decision of the hearing examiner, 

the losing party may appeal the decision by fil ing a petition in a District Court in the county 

with jurisdiction within thirty (30) days after the date of the decision. Appeals to the District 

Court shall be governed by the substantial evidence rule described in Section 2001.174 of the 

Local Government Code. 

2.4 Game Room Operation During Pend ency of Appeals to District Court 

(a) If the Applicant's or permit holder's appeal to the hearing examiner for revocation or 

suspension is unsuccessful, the Game Room shall not operate during the pendency of the 

appeal to the district court. 

(b) If the Applicant's or permit hoIder's a ppeaI to the hearing examiner for revocation or 

suspension is successful, the Game Room may resume operation and may operate during the 

pendency of the appeal to the district court. 

(c) No Game Room may operate pending an appeal for denial of a Game Room permit to the 

district court. 

2.5 Reapplication 

(a) After a hearing examiner's final ruling of permit denial or revocation, an Applicant may reapply 

for a Game Room permit after the expiration of one hundred and eighty days (180) from the 

date of the final ruling. 

(b) This application will be considered a new application in regard to the application time lines and 

fee established in Subsection 2.1 and for the distance requirements set forth in Subsection 

3.9. 

2.6 Permit Renewal; Permit Fee-Levied; Amount; Payment 

(a) A permit may be renewed for the following year starting sixty (60) days before expiration of 

the current permit by filing a completed application for the permit with the Game Room 

Permit Administrator and paying the applicable fee set forth in these Regulations. A renewal 

application shall be subject to the same requirements in these Regulations as are required for 

a permit application. As long as the completed renewal application was submitted within this 

sixty (60) day period, the previous permit will remain in effect until the Game Room Permit 
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Admin istrator makes a determination in accordance with these Regulations as to whether the 

permit will be renewed. 

(b) An Owner shall pay a non-refundable an n ua I permit fee of $1,000.00 as established by 

Commissioners Court. The permit fees shall be paid in person to the Game Room Permit 

Administrator upon application renewal. A receipt of payment and of renewal application 

submission will be hand delivered or sent by certified mail to the Owner within fourteen (14) 

days of the receipt of the non-refundable fee. 

2.7 Contents of a Game Room Permit 

When the application process is complete and the proposed Game Room has met all the requirements 

set forth in these Regulations, the Game Room Permit Administrator shall give the Applicant a signed 

certificate. The certificate constitutes a permit to operate the Game Room for one (1) year from the 

date the permit is issued. The permit shall list the identity of the issuing Game Room Permit 

Administrator. The permit shall list the date of issue and the date of expiration. The permit shall list the 

name of the permit holder, name of the Game Room, and the physical address of the Game Room. If the 

permit holder is a corporation, or legal entity, then the permit shall also list the person(s) asserting 

control over the legal entity. The permit shall list any applicable exemptions to the requirements of 

Section 3 for which the permit holder qualified. The Game Room Permit Administrator shall keep an 

original signed copy of the permit for the Administrator's records. 

2.8 Penalty for Operating without a Game Room Permit 

(a) A Person that Operates a Game Room without first paying the fee and securing a Game Room 

permit, or who Operates a Game Room after the permit therefor has been revoked or 

suspended, shall be assessed a civil penalty not to exceed $10,000 per violation. Each day a 

violation occurs or continues to occur is considered a separate violation. 

(b) A Person commits a Class A misdemeanor offense if they intentionally or knowingly Operate a 

Game Room in violation of this Subsection. 

(c) A violation of Section 2 of these Regulations is grounds for denial, suspension, or revocation of 

a Game Room permit. 

2.9 Effect 

Each Applicant, Owner, Operator, employee, agent and/or any other individual acting for, or acting on 

behalf of a Game Room must meet and comply with all requirements of all applicable law(s). The 

issuance of a permit under these Regulations shall not excuse any Owner, Operator, employee, agent, 

and/or any other individual acting for, or acting on behalf of a Game Room, or any patrons of such 

premises from compliance with such law(s) or regulation(s). 

SECTION 3. GAME ROOMS 

3.1 Inspection by a Peace Officer 
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(a ) Inspection . Peace Office rs and  age nts of the Jeffe rson County Sheriff's Office , F ire Safety 

Offic ia ls, and  designated County Em p loyees are a uthorized to inspect a ny business i n  t h e  

u n i n co rporated a re a s  o f  Jefferson County fo r violations of these Regulations .  These 

Regulat ions do not a uthorize a right of entry proh ib ited by law. Peace Office rs and  agents 

of the Jefferso n Co u nty Sheriff's Office, Fire Safety Offic ia ls, and  designated Co unty Emp loyees 

may enter a business with conse nt, with a wa rra nt, or under  exigent c i rcumsta nces. A Game 

Room pe rmit issued pursuant to these Regulations gives Peace Officers a nd agents of the 

Jefferson County She riff' s Office, Fire Safety Offic ia ls, and  designated County Emp loyees 

imp lied consent to enter and  to inspect a ny Game Roo m for vio lations of these Regulatio ns.  

( b) Unpermitted Game Rooms. An unperm itted busi ness that holds itself out as a Game Room 

by sign, advertisement, word-of-mo uth, by offer ing mem bersh ips, by offe ring fo r play or 

d isplaying six (6) o r  more mach ines described  i n  Subsection 1 .4(a) (1 ) - (2) located i n  the Game 

Roo m-or by a ny other means-is subject to i nspection by a ny Peace Office r and  agents 

of the Jeffe rso n County Sheriff's Office, F ire Safety Offic ia l, and  designated County Emp loyee 

and  is a Game Room under these Regulations .  

(1) Refusa l  to a l low a ny Peace Officer a nd/or agents of the Jefferson County She riff's 

Office, F ire Safety Officia l, and  designated County Employee entry to inspect such 

un permitted Game Rooms may be considered i n  estab l ish ing proba ble ca use fo r 

the issua nce of a sea rch wa rrant to inspect fo r violatio ns of these Regulations. 

(2 )  An un permitted Game Room is subject to these Regulations and  may be he ld l ia ble 

for all c iv i l  and  cr imina l  pe na lties listed here i n .  

(c ) Compliance Inspection. Any Peace Officer and  agents of the Jeffe rson County She riff's Office, 

Fi re Safety Offic ia l  a nd des ignated County Employee may i nspect a permitted Game Rooms 

located with i n  the un in corporated a reas of Jeffe rson County, Texas to dete rm ine whethe r  the 

Game Room is in com plia nce with these Regulations .  

(d ) Consent to Entry. A Person who does not a l low a Peace Officer and/or agent of the Jeffe rson 

County Sheriff's Office, Fire Safety Offic ia l, or designated County Employee to inspect a Game 

Room commits an  offense.  If a Person Operates a Game Room in v iolation of th is Subsection, 

then they sha l l  be assessed a civil pe na lty not to exceed $10,000 per violation .  Each Peace 

Officer, Fi re Safety Officia l, and  Designated County Emp loyee den ied entry is co nside red a 

sepa rate v iolat ion .  Each day a violation occurs or continues to occur be ing considered a 

sepa rate violation .  

(e) A Person comm its a C lass A misdemeanor offense if they intentio na lly or knowingly O perate a 

Game Room in v iolation of th is  Subsection .  

(f) Any violation of th is  Subsect ion is grounds fo r den ia l, revocat ion, or suspe nsion of a Game 

Room permit. 

3.2 Game Room Sign and Name Tags Required 
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( a ) It s ha l l be the d uty of a ny Owner or O perato r to ensure compl ia nce with th is  Subsect io n .  

( b) A Game Room sha l l  have each o uts ide door ma rked with a sign that: 

(1 ) reads "GAM E ROOM" in four  (4) inch or large r b lock lette ring; and  

(2) is legible and vis i b le at a l l t imes from a d istance of twenty five (2 5) feet from the 

outside door. 

(c ) A Person who Ope rates a Game Room in viol atio n of th is  Subsect ion sha l l  be assessed a civil 

pena lty not to exceed $10,000 pe r v iolat ion.  Each outside door not ma rked is considered  a 

sepa rate violatio n .  Each day a violation occurs o r  cont in ues to occur is co nsidered a se parate 

violation . 

(d ) A Person comm its a C lass A m isdemeanor  offense if they intentiona l ly or knowingly Operate a 

Game Room in v iolation of th is  Subsection .  

( e ) A Game Room that has bee n i ssued an  exemption pursuant to Subsection 3 .13  of these 

Regulat ions is exempt from the Game Room sign req ui rements. 

(fl Any violation of th i s  Subsection is grounds fo r den ia l, revocation, or suspe nsion of a Game 

Room permit. 

(g) Each employee is req ui red  to wea r a clea rly d isp layed name tag affixed to the upper left chest 

a rea of the emp loyee 's  c loth i ng. The name tag sha l l  be at least 3"x5" i n  s i ze and  sha l l  state the 

employee's correct lega l first name and  last na me, and  sha l l  state h is/her posit ion ( i . e .  Ma nager) 

on a se pa rate l ine .  The lettering sha l l  be c lea rly vis ib le, i n  a font size of at least 36. 

3.3 Fire and Life Safety 

(a ) It s ha l l be the d uty of a ny Owner or O perato r to ensure comp l iance with th is Subsection .  

( b) A Game Room sha l l  p rovide doors that a re read i ly accessible without the use of a key, specia l 

knowledge, or effo rt d uring business hours or a ny other hours of o pe ration . 

(c ) A Game Room or commercia l  estab l ishment sha l l  comply with a l l  construct ion and f ire codes, 

and  sha l l  pay any court-a pproved fee (s) associated with a fire and  l ife safety inspect ion, p lan 

review, occupancy load ca lculat ion, or compla int. 

(d ) Al l  construction and  f ire code regulations wi l l  be strictly enforced and  Game Rooms sha l l  

provide a ny Fire Safety Offic ia l  with immed iate access to the prem ises at a l l  times. 

(e ) A Game Room sha l l  not use electron ic locks to prevent entry d uring business hours .  
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(f) A Person who Ope rates a Game Room in violation of th is Subsection sha l l  be assessed a civil 

pena lty not to exceed $10,000 per vio l at ion .  Each day a violation occurs o r  co ntin ues to occur 

is cons idered  a sepa rate v io lation .  

(g) A Person comm its a C lass A m isdemeanor  offense if they i nte ntiona lly or knowingly Operate a 

Game Room in v iolation of th is  Subsection .  

(h)  Any v io lat ion of th i s  Subsection is grounds fo r den ia l, revocation, or suspe nsion of a Game 

Room permit. 

3.4 Transparent and Uncovered Windows and Doors Required 

(a) It sha l l  be the d uty of a ny Owner or O perato r to ensure comp l iance with th is Subsection .  

(b) A Game Room sha l l  provide at least one (1) window i n  the front of the bui ld i ng and  at least 

one (1) other wi ndow meet ing the criter ia set forth i n  Subsection (c), a l lowing a c le a r  and 

unobstructed view of a l l  mach ines described in Subsection 1 .4 (a)  (1)-(2)  located in the Game 

Room.  

(c) It sha l l  be un lawfu l  fo r a Person to exh ibit or d i splay, or to permit to be exh ibited or d is played, 

for comme rcia l use any mach ine descr ibed i n  Subsection 1.4(a) (1)-(2) in a Game Room un less 

th e req ui red tra nsparent wa lls o r  windows of the Game Room : 

(1) at least two (2) w i n dows of the Game Room, and  each mach ine descri bed i n  

Subsection 1 .4(a) (1 )-(2) located there in  i s  vis ib le th rough such wa l ls or windows; and 

(2) at the lowest point a re not more than fo ur (4) feet a bove the adjacent sidewa lk o r  

gro und leve l; a n d  

(3 ) at the h ighest point a re at least e ight (8) feet h ighe r than  the adjacent sidewa lk or 

gro und leve l; and  

(4) a re at least four (4) feet wide .  

(d) A Game Room sha l l  provide t ransparent uncove red glass i n  each exterior Game Room window 

or doo r. 

(e) It sha l l  be un lawful for a Pe rson to cove r or tint a Game Room window or door, or otherwise 

block a window or door so as to obscure the view of a ny mach ine described i n  Subsection 

1 .4(a) (1)-(2) located in  a Game Room, o r  the i nte rio r of the locatio n from a sidewa l k  th rough 

a Game Room wi ndow o r  door. 

(f) A Person who Ope rates a Game Room in violation of th is Subsection sha l l  be assessed a civil 

pena lty not to exceed $10,000 per violation .  Each day a violation occurs or continues to occur 
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is cons idered  a sepa rate v io lation .  

(g) A Person comm its a C lass A m isdemeanor  offense if they i nte ntiona lly or knowingly Operate a 

Game Room in v iolation of th is  Subsection .  

( h ) A Game Room that has bee n i ssued a n  exemption pursuant to Subsection 3 .13  of these 

Regulations is exempt from the Game Room wi n dows requirements. 

( i ) Any violat ion of th i s  Subsection is grounds for den ia l ,  revocat ion, or suspension of a Game 

Room permit. 

3.5 Hours of Operation 

(a ) It s ha l l be the d uty of a ny Owner or O perato r to ensure comp l i ance with th is Subsection .  

( b) A Game Room sha l l  ope rate on ly between the hours of 8 a .m .  a nd 10 p .m.  

(c ) A Person who Ope rates a Game Room in vio latio n of th is  Subsect ion sha l l  be assessed a civil 

pena lty not to exceed $10,000 pe r v io lation .  Each hour  of a day that a Ga me Room is o perating 

d uring proh ib ited hours in v iolation of these Regulations is a se pa rate violat ion .  

(d ) A Person comm its a C lass A m isdemeanor  offense if they i nte ntiona lly or knowingly Operate a 

Game Room in v iolation of th is  Subsection .  

(e ) A Game Room that has bee n i ssued a n  exemption pursuant to Subsection 3 .13  of these 

Regulations is exempt from the Game Room hours of operation req uirements. 

(f) Any violation of th is Subsection is grounds for den ia l ,  revocation, or suspension of a Game 

Room permit. 

3.6 Display of a Game Room Permit 

(a ) It s ha l l be the d uty of a ny Owner or O perato r to ensure comp l iance with th is Subsection .  

( b) A Game Room sha l l  post or d isplay a curre nt Ga me Room pe rmit in pla i n  s ight in a common 

a rea accessible to the publ ic without having to ente r into a contro l led a rea  of the busi ness. 

(c ) A Person who Ope rates a Game Room in viol atio n of th is  Subsect ion sha l l  be assessed a c iv i l  

pena lty not to exceed $10,000 per  violation .  Each day a violation occurs o r  co ntin ues to occur 

is cons idered  a sepa rate v io lation .  

(d ) A Person comm its a C lass A m isdemeano r  offe nse if they intent iona l ly or knowingly Operate a 

Game Room in v iolation of th is  Subsection .  

(e ) Any violation of th is Subsection is grounds for den ia l ,  revocation, or suspension of a Game 

Room permit. 
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3.7 Recordkeeping 

(a) It s ha l l be the d uty of a ny Owner or O perato r to ensure comp l iance with th is Subsection .  

631 

(b) A Game Room sha l l  mainta i n  ons ite, and  prod uce to a ny Peace Officer and/o r agent of the 

Jefferson Co u nty She riff's Office, Fire Safety Offici a l, a nd/or des ignated County Employee for 

inspection:  

(1) a record for each em ployee that conta ins  the  name, address, date of birth ,  state 

identification number or soc ia l  security number, jo b function, W-2 o r  W-4 form, a 

copy of a ppl ication for work with the  Game Room, a co py of the 1-9 fi led as part of 

Employment E l igib i l ity Verification for the Depa rtme nt of Home land Security, a nd a 

photogra ph  of the employee; 

(2) a da ily register  that contains the name, date of b irth,  state ide ntification number or 

socia l security numbe r, and  job functio n of each employee present at the 

esta bl ish ment that day. Every Owner, Operator, employee, agent, a nd/or a ny othe r  

i nd ividua l  acting for o r  acting on  be ha lf of the Ga me Room is req ui red to sign the 

da i ly register with the  information req u ired above im med iate ly upon ente ring the 

Game Room; and  

(3) a copy of the Jefferson County and  State of Texas tax record forms deta i l i ng 

each mach i ne found on the  premises of the Game Room by identifying the mach ine 

by name of man ufacture r, seri a l  num ber, type of mach ine, the seria l n umber  of 

the State of Texas Tax sta mp to include the yea r of expiration of each tax stam p  

req uired, t h e  Jefferson County Occ upat io  n a  I Tax Pe rm it Deca I to include the yea r  

of expi ration o f  each tax permit req uired , and the na me of the i nd iv idua l (s), 

pro prietorsh ip(s), corporation (s), associatio n (s), or other legal entity(s) that owns, 

receive profits from, and  has registered the mach ine in the ir  name with the Texas 

Comptro l ler  with a brief descr iptio n of the i r  ownersh ip  and  f inanc ia l  inte rest in 

the mach ine in a spread sheet format. 

(c) A Game Room sha l l  preserve the da ily registe r req ui red by Subsection (b) (2) for n i nety (90) 

days afte r the date the  registe r was made .  The register m ust be ma i nta ined at the Game 

Room, it m ust be access ib le by any Person on d uty at the Game Room, and m ust be made 

ava i la ble to a ny Peace Office r and/or agent of the Jefferson County She riff' s Office, Fi re Safety 

Offic ia l, a nd/o r designated Co unty Employee upon req uest. 

(d) A Person who Operates a Game Room in vio latio n of th is  Subsect ion sha l l  be assessed a civ i l  

pena lty not to exceed $10,000 per  vio latio n .  Each reco rd req uired under  th is Subsection that 

is m iss ing and/o r  is deficient is co nsidered a sepa rate violation .  Each day the record is m iss ing 

and/or is def icient is considered a sepa rate violation .  

(e) A Person comm its a C lass A misdemea nor offense if they intentio na lly or knowingly O perate a 

Game Room in v iolation of th is  Subsection .  
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(f) Any violation of th i s  Subsection is grounds fo r den ia l, revocat ion, or suspe nsion of a Game 

Room permit. 

3.8 Prohibited Employment 

(a ) It sha l l  be the d uty of a ny Owner o r  O perato r to ensure comp l ia nce with th is Subsectio n .  

( b) It sha l l  be un lawfu l  for a ny Owner, Operator, employee, agent, and/o r a ny other ind iv idua l  

acti ng for, o r  acti ng on beha lf of a Game Room to have bee n previously convicted of, e ntered 

a plea of nolo contendere or gui lty, or received deferred adj ud icatio n fo r a ny offense set forth 

in  Subsection 2 .2 ( b ) (1) .  

(c ) It is the respo nsib i l ity of a ny Owne r or Operator to cond uct a crimina l  background check on 

every Own er, O pe rator, employee, and/or any other  ind iv idua l act ing fo r, or acting on  be ha lf 

of a Game Roo m. 

(d ) Fa i l u re to comp ly with any of the req uirements of th is Subsectio n sha l l  result in a violation and 

be pun isha ble by a civ i l  pena lty assessed aga i nst a ny Owner or O perato r not to exceed 

$10,000 per violation. Every proh ib ited Owner, Operator, employee, a nd/or a ny othe r  

i nd iv idua l  acti ng for, or  acting on be ha lf of a Game Room that was convicted of, entered a 

plea of nolo conte ndere or gui lty, or received deferred adjud ication for any offense set forth 

in  Subsection 2 .2 (b) (1 ) a nd/o r not subjected to a crimina l  background check is co ns idered a 

separate vio latio n .  Each day a violation occurs or cont in ues to occur is co nsidered a se pa rate 

violation . 

(e ) An Owne r  o r  Operator comm its a C lass A misdemeanor offense if they intentio na l ly or 

knowingly O perate a Game Room in violation of t h is Subsection .  

(f) Any violation of th i s  Subsection is grounds fo r den ia l, revocat ion, or suspe nsion of a Game 

Room Permit. 

3.9 Distancing Restrictions 

(a ) It sha l l  be the d uty of a ny Owner or O perato r to ensure comp l iance with th is Subsection .  

( b) A Game Room in operation sha l l  not be located :  

(1 ) with i n  1,500 feet from any existi ng or pla n ned school ,  regula r p lace of rel igious 

worsh i p, o r  residentia l neigh borhood . "P lan ned" mea ns that steps have bee n ta ken 

towa rd the faci l ity's or structure's deve lopment i nclud ing but not l im ited to a perm it 

received, a p lat approved, des ign work sta rted,  a bond received, or a n  order 

approved by a governmenta l ent ity's gove rning body; or 

(2 ) with i n  a d ista nce of 2,000 feet from where two (2 ) or more othe r Game Rooms a re 

located .  
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(c ) Fo r the purposes of th is  Subsectio n, measure ments sha l l  be made in a stra ight l ine from the 

nea rest portio n of the bui ld ing or a ppurte na nces used by the Game Room to the nearest 

portion of the bu i ld i ng  o r  a ppurtena nces that a re used fo r the purposes identified in  

Subsect ion ( b) above .  

(d ) Game Rooms a re exempt from these d ista ncing restrictions upon proof that the App l icant 

contin uously owned and  operated the Game Room at the same location and  under the sa me 

name prior to Ja nuary 1, 2020. If the Game Room cha nges its na me, its Owner, and/or 

adds a neth er Owner after th is  date, or if its permit was suspended or revoked, or its pe rmit 

was den ied renewa l, or if the permit is a l lowed to la pse, then  the Game Room wi l l  be cons idered 

a new Game Room and  not exempt from the d ista nc ing req u i rements. All a ppl ications c la im ing 

a d ista nce exemption under th is Subsection m ust have bee n submitted on or before Apri l  1 5, 

2020. 

(e ) A Person who Ope rates a Game Room in violation of th is Subsection sha l l  be assessed a civil 

pena lty not to exceed $10,000 per violation .  Each day a violation occurs o r  contin ues to occur 

is cons idered  a sepa rate v io lation .  

(f) A Person comm its a Class A misdemea nor offense if they i ntentiona l ly or knowingly Ope rate a 

Game Room in v iolation of th is  Subsection .  

(g) The fo l lowing Game Rooms a re exempt from the d i sta nc ing requ i reme nts set forth in th is 

Subsect ion : 

(1 )  Game  Rooms that meet the req uirements of  Subsection 3 .13 (c ) below; and  

(2) Game Rooms that meet the req uirements of Subsection 3 .9 (d ) a bove . 

( h ) Any violation of th is  Subsect ion is grounds fo r den ia l, revocat ion, or suspe nsion of a Game 

Room permit. 

3.10 Game Room Memberships 

(a ) It s ha l l be the d uty of a ny Owner or O perato r to ensure comp l iance with th is Subsection .  

( b) Game Room membersh ips a re proh ib ited for any purpose. 

( c ) A Game Room sha l l  not restrict e ntry to a Game Room and/or proh ib it the pa rtic ipation in a ny 

activity i nside a Game Room by a patron th rough the req uirement of a Game Room 

membersh ip .  

(d ) Game Rooms sha l l  not issue membe rsh ip  ca rds to any ind ivid ua l  for a ny purpose. 

(e ) Game Rooms sha l l  not have, make use of, employ, a nd/or requ i re check-in procedures of a ny 
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ki nd prior to enter ing o r  before exit ing a Game Room. 

(f) Game Rooms sha l l  not have, make use of, employ, and/or requ i re check-in p rocedures of a ny 

ki nd prior to enter ing o r  before exit ing a Game Room. 

(g) A Person who Ope rates a Game Room in viol atio n of th is  Subsect ion sha l l  be assessed a civil 

pena lty not to exceed $10,000 per vio latio n .  Each perso n den ied e ntry is considered a separate 

violatio n .  Each membersh ip  ca rd issued is conside red a sepa rate violation .  Each ind iv idua l  

subjected to any check in procedure prior to enter ing or before exit ing a Game Room is 

co nsidered a separate violat ion.  Each day a violation occurs or cont in ues to occur is cons idered 

a se parate v iolation .  

( h )  A Person comm its a C lass A misdemea nor offense if they intentiona l ly or knowingly O perate a 

Game Room in v iolation of th is  Subsection .  

( i) Any violation of th i s  Subsect ion is grounds fo r den ia l, revocat ion, or suspe nsion of a Game 

Room permit. 

3.11 Machines Located in a Game Room 

(a )  It s ha l l be the d uty of a ny Owner or O perato r to ensure comp l iance with th is Subsection .  

( b) A Game Room sha l l  o bta i n  a n  occupation tax perm it deca l from the Jeffe rson County and  State 

of Texas Tax Assessor-Col lector for each Mach ine described in Subsection 1 .4(a) ( 1)- (2) located 

in  the Game Room.  

(1) The a n nua l  fee to be pa id to the Jeffe rson Co unty Tax Assessor-Col lector wi l l  be 

twenty five (2 5) percent of the State's a n nua l  fee per mach ine .  

(2) Al l  Mach ine tax permit app l icatio ns a re requ i red to ind icate the location on the 

a ppl ication where the Machines descri bed in Subsection 1 .4(a) (1)-(2) a re physica l ly 

located .  

(3 )  A Game Room sha l l  a l low a Peace Office r and/or agent of the Jefferson County 

Sheriff's Off ice, F i re Safety Offic ia l, a nd designated County Employee entry to the 

Game Room to i nspect for violations of the Subsect ion.  

(c) A Person who Operates a Game Room in vio latio n of th is Subsect ion sha l l  be assessed a civi l  

pena lty not to exceed $10,000 per  violation .  Each  mach ine described in  Subsection 1.4(a) (1 ) 

(2)  located in th e Game Room that is not registered with a va l id current yea r occupat i o n a l  

tax p e r mi t  deca l from Jefferson County and the State of Texas prominently d isp layed on each 
mach ine wi l l  be considered a se pa rate violatio n .  Each day a v iolation occurs or cont in ues 

to occur is  cons idered a se parate violation .  

(d )  A Person commits a C lass A m isdemeanor  offense if they intentiona l ly o r  knowingly Operate a 

Game Room in v iolation of th is  Subsection .  
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(e) Any vio lation of th is  Subsection is grounds for den ia l ,  revocat ion, or suspension of a Game 

Room permit. 

3.12 Illegal Machines 

(a ) It sha l l  be un lawfu l  for a Game Room to keep, exh ib it, o perate, d is play, or ma intain a ny 

ga mbl ing device th at is p roh ib ited by the constitution of th is state or Chapte r 47 of the Texas 

Pena l  Code, GAM BLI NG. 

(b) Add it iona l ly, a civi l  pena lty not to exceed $10,000 shal l  be p laced on a Pe rso n who Operates a 

Game Room for any machine described i n  Subsection 1.4(a) (1) -(2) located in the Game Room 

that is be i ng  used a nd/or has been used for i l lega l  gamb l i ng. 

(c) If a law e nforcement agency dete rm ines through a n  i nvestigation (s) that a Game Room was in 

operation vio lating Chapte r 47 of the Texas Pe na l  Code, then every mach ine descri bed in 

Subsect ion 1 .4(a) (1 ) -(2) located in the Game Room sha l l  be conside red  i n  v iolat ion of th is 

Subsect ion .  A Pe rso n who Operates a Game Room in violation of th is Subsection sha l l  be 

assessed a civil pena lty not to exceed $10,000 per violatio n .  Each  day a viol ation occurs or 

contin ues to occur is co nside red a separate violation 

(d) Any violation of th is Subsection is grounds for mandatory den i a l  and/or mandatory revocation 

of a Game Room permit. 

(e ) An ind iv idua l 's com plia nce with these Regulations, includ ing Operating a Game Room under a 

perm it issued pursuant to these Regulations, is not a defe nse to prosecution for a n  offense 

under Chapter 47 of the Texas Pe na l  Code .  

3.13 Owners of an I l legal Game Room 

It is not a defense to prosecution unde r this Section if an ind ividua l  does not have the DBAs in h is/her 

name and/or does not lease the property in h is/her  name.  

3.14 Injunction and Civil Penalty 

The District Atto rney o r  its Agent is a uthorized to sue in d i strict court fo r a n  injunction to proh i bit the 

violation or th reate ned violat ion of these Regulations adopted under Sectio n 234.133 of the Loca l 

Government Code. The County is e ntit led to recover reasona ble expenses incurred i n  obta in ing 

injunctive rel i ef, c ivi l  penalties, or both, inc lud ing reasonab le attorney's fees, court costs, med iation 

fees, and  investigatory costs. Th is c ivi l  remedy is cumulative of a l l  other remed ies ava i la ble to Jefferson 

County . 

SECTION 4. F INACIAL REGUIREMENTS 

4.1 Records 
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(a ) Each ga me room m ust have o n ly one fi n ancia l  institut ion of record . Al l  out goi ng  payme nts 

must be by a check from it's ba n k  of cho ice . Al l reve n ue must be deposited i nto the i r  ba n k  

of cho ice. 

(b) To cha nge ba n ks of choice, it is req uired  that the cha nge must be reported to Jeffe rson 

County with in  fiftee n busi ness days . 

(c) Each ga me room is o n ly a l lowed to have one ba n k  of cho ice at a ny given time. 

(1) Exception :  d ur i ng  the t ra nsfer pe riod as long as both ba n ki n g  inst itut ions a re 

l isted there may be a one hundred  twenty day pe riod to close one banking 

i nstitution  whi le the new ba n k  of choice is be ing ope ned .  

( d ) A person who ope rates a ga me room i n  v iolation of th is Subsectio n sh al I be assessed a civil 

pena lty not to exceed $10,000 per violation .  Each mach ine  descri be in Subsection 1 .4(a) 

(1)- (2 )  located in the game room that is not registered with a va l id current yea r 

occupationa l  tax permit deca l from Jefferson County a nd the State of Texas prominently 

d is played on each mach i ne wi l l  be co nsidered a sepa rate vio lation Each day a violation 

occurs or cont in ues to occur is  co nsidered  a sepa rate violatio n .  

( e ) A person commits a Class A misde mea nor  offense if they i ntentiona l ly or knowingly 

operate a game room in violation of th is Subsect io n .  

(f) Any violatio n of t h is Subsection is grounds for den ia l ,  revocation, or suspe ns ion of a ga me 

room pe rmit. 

SECTION 5. CUMULATIVE EFFECT OF REGULATIONS; SEVERAB I LITY 

5.1 Cumulative Effect 

Autho rity under these Regulat ions is cumu lative of other a uthority that Jefferson County has to 

regulate Game Rooms within its un incorporated areas a nd does not l imit that a utho rity. 

5.2 Sever ability Clause 

If a Section o r  Subsection of these Regulatio ns, or ce rta i n  a pplications of a Sect ion or Subsect ion, is 

found unconstitutiona l, the re ma i n ing Sections or Subsectio ns, o r  app l ications of those Sections or 

Subsect ions, wi l l  conti n ue in force as law. 
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